
REASONING
THE DYNAMICS OF ACTS

Diagram adapted from Kenneth Burke,
“The Five Key Terms of Dramatism,” Grammar of Motives, 1945.

Dramatism
a philosophy of language and human relations

Act
What took place,

in thoughts
and deeds

The background 
of the act, the 

situation in which 
it occurred

SceneAgent
What person or
kind of person

performed
the act

Agency
Means or

instruments
used

Purpose
Why?

And motive?
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